Phiém dau Xuén
Chu ge¢: tieng 16ng
Tac gia: Song Thao

TIENG LONG SAI GON

Loi gidi thi¢u: hian doc dieoc mot bai nghién civu ngon ngir ciia nha van Song Thao véi chii dé “tiéng
long Sai Gon” la noi riéng cua ngon ngi “léng " néi chung, bac Song Thao ngay nhiing cdu mo dau
bdc da danh tiéng rang cht néi vé tiéng long Sai Gon khi Sai Gon con tén, khi mit tén thi Sai Gon
ddu con la Sai Gon niva” co nghia la bac khong noi den tiéng léng trong xd hoi o Sai Gon ngay hom
nay, sau ngay Sai Gon mat tén... chdm rdi doc dé ngam tirng cdu chir cia tiéng long Sai Gon ma bdc noi
dén thi tat ca ching ta da nghe day tai, ding dd méi miéng... nhitng chit thong dung nhw “bé di Tdm,
Sikc mdy ma buon”, méi khi han néi “bé gia” hdn ban dau ciing khong hai long, nhung roi cu nghe
nhitng thanh nién, nhan vién lam chung phong voi cu noi nhitng chit khong hzeu dwoc nghia den ma co
mgt y nghia twong trung vé nghia bong... nhitng chit nhu “tdm chuyén, tdy qudy, xinh xe, minh én, ca
nhong...” va con nhiéu chit khdc néu gidgi thich theo nghia den thi chang ddu ra déu ca.

Ty Pién Viét Nam ciia Ban Tu Thu Khai Tri (Sai Gon, 1971) giai thich tiéng 1ong: Thit tiéng diing riéng
voi nhau trong mgt bon, mot hang nguoi cung nghé. Tir Pién Le Petit Larousse llustré (Paris, 1993)
viét “tiéng long”: Tir vung riéng biét ciia mot nhém, mot nghé, hodc mot giai tang xa hoi.

Nhiéu tai liéu ciia mot s6 nha nghién ciru nhw cu Nguyén vin Té ciing dd cong bo nhiéu tiéng long ¢ Ha
Noi ¢6 khao ludgn L argot Annamite de Hanoi — Tiéng Long Viét Nam ¢ Ha Ngi cong bo nam 1925 dege
thdy nhiéu trong cdc tac pham ciia Vii Trong Phung trong Cam Bay Nguwoi (1933), Kj Nghé Liy Tay
(1934), Sé D6 (1936), Lam Pi (1936), Luc Xi (1937) tzeng long an ngir giang ho: chay lang, chanh,
chiia... nha van Nguyén Hong (191 8-1982) dung nhiéu tiéng long trong gioi luu manh trom cdp. Vo léi:
an cdp con nhé tuéi. Chay vé: an cap (chi chung nhitng an cap dwong, an cdp cho) trong tac pham “Bi
Vo, co nghia la nguoi dan ba an cap (bi la dan ba).

Ta hay Tdy gi ciing déu c6 tiéng long nhu Victor Hugo nhdn dinh tzeng long la hién twong van hoc, vira
la mét két qua xa héi, tiéng 1ong la quoc gia dong thoi ciing la quoc am.

Song trong mot xd héi sé cé ) phat sinh nhitng tir ngit mdi la tir ngir cua nguoi trong nudc dan da tré
thanh chit ndi ra ai ciing hiéu dit la hiéu theo nghia béng nhu ngay trudce hdn mang nguoi khdc la *
chém”, bé hdn khéng hiéu nhin mdt khé chiu rdy hdn nhung lau dan sau d6é hdn ding chit ndy cu cé
nghe ciing bo qua vi do cﬁng la mot san pham cia xd héi... va nhuw bdy gio nhiéu nguoi khé chiu véi chiv

“di bdo” hay “chém gié” trong mede, ding la ching co nghia gi ca trén phwong dién ngit viung nhung
nghe né dwoc hiéu theo -nghia bong, nhiing ai khong song trong xd héi dy ngay hém nay chdp nhdn,
thich hay khéng la quyén ciia ting cd nhan.

Bdc Song Thao viét bai nay cé gid tri ré rang vé ngiv vung(hinh nhw ngay nay dwoc goi la tir vieng), hdn
moi cac bac xem. -ARA
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Bai nay chi noi vé tiéng 16ng Sai Gon khi Sai Gon con tén, khi mat tén thi Sai Gon dau
con 1a Sai Gon nita. Tiéng 16ng 1a mot hinh thic phuong ngir xa hoi khong chinh thire
cua mot ngén ngir, thuong duge sir dung trong giao tlep thuong ngay bdi mdt nhom
ngudi. Tiéng 16ng thuong khéng mang ¥ nghia truc tiép, nghia den, ma mang y nghia
tuong trung, nghia bong.

Nhac si Pham Duy goi tiéng 16ng 14 ngon ngir via hé. Nam 1968, 6ng dinh sang tac mot
loat via h¢ ca nhung khung lai sau khi cho xuat ban hai bai “Swrc May Ma Buon” va
“Nghéo Ma Khong Ham”, 6ng tict 10:

“Hai bai ca vui dua nay dwoc in ra va ban rat chay. Nhung lap tirc c6 sw pheé binh gay
gdt dén tir nhiéu phia. Téi dinh sogn thém bai O Ké Salem, O Ké Nudc Mdam thi cut
himg! Nhung trong tham tam, téi van chwa chiu thua... Roi t6i phdn vmg lai bang cdch
soan nhitng bai ngé nghich hon via hé ca. Va phdi c¢6 qui mé hon. P6 la mwoi bai tuc ca,
bai thi tuc vé chir, bai thi tuc vé ¥, bai thi tuc vé chuyén”.

Ong tran tinh tiép vé 1y do c6 nhing via hé ca va tuc ca:

“T6i soan via hé ca va tuc ca truoc va sau khi di My. Luc do sw co mat cua nguoi My tai
nudc ta la mot diéu rat tram trong, moi nguoi déu so bi ngoai xdm xam lang bang van
hoa. Nguoi ta khong thich cong san nhung nguoi ta ciing khong thich van hoa My, nhdt
la khéng mudn 16i song My xdam nhdp vao Viét Nam”.

bao qua tuc ca trude. Phai noi déy la nhimg bai ca dung nhiing tur tyc thiét tuc. Nhiing bo
phén L..., C... duoc hat thoai mai. Khong biét c0 phai vi khong c6 ca si nao dam hat hay
khong ma ong tu hat 1ay va chi pho bién han ché trong vong than hitru. Van 161 Pham
Duy:

— “Hai vi viét sach, viét bdo vé téi la Ta Ty va Georges Gauthier déu cho rang cdi vui,

cdi téu khéng phdi la chat liéu Pham Duy, cho nén tuc ca khéng thanh cong. Chua ké c6

nguroi ché toi di téi ché nham nhi trong nghé thudt. Téi ciing hiéu dwoc vi sao cé nhitng

nguoi chong doi tuc ca dit ho khéng biét can ké néi dung ciia né. Téi khong hé tung tuc
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ca ra quan chung. T6i chi tang vai nguoi ban than mot bang cassette ghi lai buoi hat
choi & Viing Tau va con ddn do dieng phé bién!. Trong ti nhac cia t6i van giit cudn
cassette tuc ca nay do nhac si Truong Ky tang. Muwoi bai tuc ca do co tén nhu sau:

— Em Nhu Cuc Cut Troi Song,

— Tinh Hoi,

— Gai Loi Qua Khe,

— Um Ba La Ba Ta Cung Khoi,
— Ba Gia Khi Bot Giao Hoan,

— Mao Hoa,

— Nhin L...,

—EmBP...,

— Chiti Pong, va

— Cam C...”

Via hé ca c6 nhan dé 1a nhiing tiéng 16ng. Pham Duy cho biét:

— “Luc toi soan via hé ca la hic quan doi ngoai quéoc do bé do at vao Viét Nam. Ti ruoc su
xdm nhdp ciia nén van minh vt chat, mot s6 nguoi minh qua that c6 chay theo 16i Song
Au My! Sw ham mudn nhitng gi qud tam tay ciia minh, chang han gia nhuw t6i ma con mé
gai sé bi gai nguyt cho mot cai: ‘Xi! Gia ma ham!”’.

Gia ma ham, tiéng 16ng nay ai cling rd nghia. Chi ¢6 anh Yamaha cta Nhét loang quang
vudng phai khién do dau chiu tiéng the cho chir tieng long Viét Nam.

Strc May Ma Budn, déy 1a tiéng 16ng xuat hién vao thap nién 60 cua thé ky trudc. Stc
méy c6 nghia la bét lyc hay chuyén khong thé lam duoc. N6 phd bién dén ndi tir té)ng
thong, pho tong thong, tuong ta, nha van, nha tho, nha bao to1 cac em bé danh giay trén
via hé déu dung thoai mai trong van viét cling nhu van néi. Thong thuong tiéng 1ong chi
dugc noi chir it khi duoc viét ra trén bao chi sach vo. Vay ma 6ng ky gia Pinh Tir Thirc
cua cac nhat bao ding din nhu Ty Do, Séng, Hoa Binh, Chinh Luan con dung but hi¢u
Strc My dé viét “phim” trén bao.

“Phim” trén bao khong phai 1a phim anh ma la myc.. . phiém phai c6 trén cac nhat bao Sai
Gon ngay do. Muc “phim” ndi tiéng nhét 1a Ao Tha Vit cia Chu Tir trén bao Song. Ngay
d6 bao chi con ndi t6i tiéng 16ng “khéu mit trdi” nhung chic it ngudi con nhd. Chuyén
nhu vay: Sau khi dinh Pdc Lap bi hai phi cong Pham Pha Quéc va Nguyén van Cur bo
bom lam hu hai, kién tric su giai Khoi Nguyén La Ma Ngo Viét Thy duoc moi thiét ké
dy 4n téi thiét dinh. Trong buoi I€ khai mac dinh méi, kién tric sw Ngo Viet Thu da giai
thich vé két cau dinh. Khi néi vé nhiing tam rém dé hinh cay truc, quoc huy cua Viét
Nam thoi Tong thong Ngo Dinh Diém, nam khip mit dinh, 6ng néi nhitng tim man da
nay duoc thiét ké dé co thé don anh sang mat trdi ta vao hanh lang. Bao chi thoi ¢ nhao
viéc don anh sdng mat troi nay la “khéu mat troi”. Thoi gian do, t61 dugc nhat bao Dan Y
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moi viét myc phim trén trang nhat mdi ngdy, toi dat tén muc phim d6 1a “Khéu Mt Troi
va ky tén “Thay Khéu”. Sau nay, khi dut phim, kién triic sw Ngo Viét Thy va toi déu bi
Itia vao trai hoc tap Long Thanh, cung ¢ chung nha so 2. T61 nam trong * 6 trang hoang”
chuyén vé& bich hoa trén tudng va trong cay cho trai, to truéng 1a Kién trac su Ngo Viét
Thu. Khi d6, nghi t&1 chuyén khéu mat troi, toi cudi mot minh, chang dai chi ma khai voi
ong kién trac su. Khi ca hai chiing t6i dugc tha vé, t61 van lui téi choi voi ong tai nha
riéng trén dudng Poan Thi Piém (?), gan vudn Tao Dan.

Trong via hé ca ctia Pham Duy c6 cau: “Sirc mdy ma buon, buon oi bé di Tam”. “Bé di
Tdm” ciing 12 mot tiéng 16ng cta dan Sai Gon. Sao khong Bay hay Chin ma lai TAm?
Tiéng 16ng nay xuat hién tai Sai Gon vao khoang dau thé ky 20. Thoi d6 chuyén xung hd
thr bac trong x4 hoi dugc phan chia theo giai cap rat cing nhic:

— Thir nhit 1a cac 6ng tiy hay cac vi quan lai nguoi Viét, giéi quyén quy an trén ngdi
troc trong xa hoi.

- Th& hai 1a cac cong chirc lam viéc cho nha nwéc. Ho 1a dan ¢6 hoc, dugce goi la cac
thay Hai thong ngdn hay thay Hai ky luc, thay Hai thu ky.

— Thir ba la cac thuwong gia Hoa Kleu co tlen va co truyen thong Jbang hoi tu’orng tro
lién két v6i nhau. Ho khong co quyen nhung gan véi gidi cam quyén nén cac “chi Ba”
duong nhién 1a mot thé lyc dang vi né cua gidi binh dan Sai Gon.

— Thit tw 12 cac dai ca giang hd chuyén séng bang nghé ddm chém nhung c6 tinh nghia.
Céc “anh Tu dao btia” vira 1a hung than khién dan chung s¢ sé¢t, vira dugc sy ngudng mo
cua gioi binh dan cling nhu céc tiéu thu khué céc.

— Thir nam la gi¢i lvu manh ha cap, cic “anh Nam” d4 ca lan dua, modc tui giat do, co
moi mai ddm ma dan ching khinh nhung so.

— Thir sau la cac “thay sau ma ta” tirc cac canh sat pha lit c6 nhiém vu gilr trat tu bi
dan budn ganh ban bung ghét vi chuyén dap d6 ndi com cua ho, bi dan chung khinh vi an
héi 10 tap nhap ldy tién nhdm xa nhung ciing duoc dan sg vi ¢6 uy ¢ quyén.

— Thar bay la cac “anh Bay Cha Va” chuyén cho vay nang lai, lai co thé dung tién ting
phung voi gidi chirc nguoi Phap bi dan chung ghet nhung van sg, nhat la nhirmg nguoi
budn ganh ban bung phai vay von nang lai.

— Tha tam la gi¢i binh dén ngheo kho, dan ngu khu den, d6i strc kiém miéng an nhu

phu bdc vac, chi ¢ dg, ganh nudce bong em hodc cac phu kéo xe. Tuy gidi nay co s6 dong

nhung yéu thé nhat vi that hoc, khong c6 quyén, va cé tién nhu thay Hai, anh Ba, khong

bam tron nhu cac “anh Tu”, “anh Nam” nén bi bat nat, ap burc tir moi phia. Muén yén

than phai cin rang chiu thiét, nhan nhyc song, chuyén chi cling “bo di Tam”!
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Thanh phan th ba ké trén 1a cac cha Ba. Day 1a mot luc lugng dong déo, doan két.
Chang thé ma ho ¢ ca khu vuc Chg Lon to dung. Dan ta khong wa nhung van né phuc
ho, goi ho bang nhiéu chir: Ba Tau, Cac Chu, Khach, Chét hoac Chéc.

Gia Dinh Bao phat hanh ngay 16/2/1870 giai thich nhu sau: “An—nam ta kéu la Tau,
nguoi bén Tau, la vi khach thuong di tau qua day, lai dung tau cho do hang hoa qua day
buén ban; nén kéu la Tau, hang Tau, do Tau v.v.”

Tir Ba—Tau c6 cach giai thich nhu sau: Ba c¢6 nghia 1a ba viing dat ma chiia Nguyén cho
phép nguoi Hoa lam an va sinh song:

— Ving Cu Lao Pho (Pdng Nai),
— Sai Gon—Chog Lon,
— Ha Tién.

Tu “Tau” bat ngudn tr phuong tién di lai ciia nguoi Hoa khi sang An Nam, nhung dan tir
“Ba Tau” lai mang nghia miét thi, gy anh huong xau. Kéu “Cdc—chii” 13 boi ngudi
Minh—hwong ma ra; me An—nam cha Khach nén nhin nguoi Tau 1 anh em, bang khong
thi ciing 14 ngudi dong chau véi cha minh, nén méi kéu 1a Cac—chu nghia 1a anh em véi
cha minh. Sau 14n 14n nguoi ta bit chude ma kéu bay theo lam vay. Con kéu 1a “Chéc” 1a
tai tiéng Triéu Chau kéu ting Chéc nghia 1a chu. Nguoi bén Tau hay giit phép, ciing nhu
An—nam ta, théy nguoi ta tudi dang cau, co, chu, bac thi kéu tang l1a chu l1a cau, van van.

Nguoi An—nam ta nghe vdy vin theo ma kéu cac anh 1a “Chéc”. Dan ta con kéu ho la
Khwa, thim Xam hodc Chu Ba.
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C4u Ba Cing toa lac tai géc dudng Bai Say va Van Tugng, ngay khic ré ra
kinh Tau Ha, trong khu vuc Chg Lén, thudc Quan 6, Sai Gon xua.
Cay cdu bdc qua rach Bai Sdy — con kinh ndi ra kinh Tau H{, gan khu chg
Kim Bién Quan 5.

Ki&n tric: cdu cé 3 “chan” (ba hudng) vi ndm ngay nga ba con rach nén
dan dja phuong goi 12 “Ba Cang” (tiic “ba chan”).

Thanh phan thur tw 1a cac dai ca trong gioi giang ho Tiéng long goi 1a dan chot, ching ta
6 “ddn choi cau Ba Cing”. Nghe toi “dan choi cau Ba Cang” chiing ta dé nghi 1a nhing
tay giang ho nghia hiép trir gian diét bao nhung khong phai. Cau Ba Cang 1a mot ciy cau
chi danh cho nguoi di by, duoc thiét 1ap tu khi Sai Gon m6i hinh thanh. Tén chinh thirc
cla cau la “Pont des Trois Arches” (Cau Ba Vom), sau dan gian goi la cau Ba Miéng, cau
Ba Chun rdi Cau Ba Céng, cai tén con ton tai den ngay nay. CAu nim & ngd ba cua con
kénh Hang Bang d6 ra rach Tau Hu. Ba chan cau dap xudng bén Bai Say, bén Nguyen
van Thanh, va bén Van Tuong. Nhiéu nguoi, trong do6 cé to1, khong ranh dia thé khu vuc
Cho Lén nén nghe ma bu trat. Chi can biét ciu Ba Céang chi cach cho Kim Bién vai trim
thude 1a du. Ong Nam Nghi, cu dan dja phuong, 75 tudi, ké lai:

“Thoi dy dan giang hé chia nhau cat cit nhitng khu viee lam dn déng diic dé bdo ké thu
loi. Nhém giang ho ¢ cau Ba Cdang chuyén lira ddo dé kiém tién, kiém tinh nhung dam
lam ma khong dam chiu, luon tranh né khi gap chuyén. Néi bdt nhat trong gioi giang ho
cau Ba Cdang la Ma Ban, khéng chiu hoc hanh, lao vao dn choi. Bi me la mang, Md Ban
b6 hoc, thu thdp dan em, lam bdo ké cho cdc cira hang trong khu viee nén cé tién an choi
phii phé. Vo Md Ban la con mét thwong gia nguoi Hoa gidu c¢é. Khi Ban t6i tudi qudn
dich, cha vo dung tien lo cho Ban tré thanh canh sat. Co tién, cé thé, Ban tha hé dn
choi.” Ong Nam Nghi noi:
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“Gidi giang ho va canh sat nhw mdt troi véi mdt trang, thé ma Ma Ban chdp nhan tré
thanh canh sat khién dan em khong phuc. Tuw do tiéng long ‘ddan choi cdu Ba Cang’ ra
doi nham phdan biét voi gioi giang ho thu thiét nhu Dai Cathay chang han™.

Giang ho Pai Cathay chic nhiéu ngudi da nghe danh. Chuyén ké thoi d6 tuéng Nguyén
Ngoc Loan, Tu Lénh Canh Sét, rat chiu choi, quyét thuc hién chién dich bai trir du dang.
Ong 1ap ra bi¢t do1 hinh canh dé hanh dong. Ong chiéu du Pai Cathay néu tir bo lam dai
ca nhom giang hd, gitip 6ng dep duoc du ding Sai Gon, dng s& moi gia nhap luc luong
canh sat voi chire Pai uy, Canh Sat Truong mot quan & Sai Gon. Pai Cathay khang khai
tra 16i: “Toi khong thé 1am hai long Chuan tuéng dugc. Toi chap nhan nhu thé thi con
mat miii nao nhin ai & doi nay”.

Pai Cathay chinh 1a hinh mau ctia nhan vat Tran DPai trong cudn truyén “Diéu Roi Nudce
Mait” ctia Duyén Anh. Theo tac gia Duy Chinh, cudc hdi ngé gitta Duyén Anh va Dai
Cathay xay ra khi Duyén Anh nho' mét dan em cua Dai Cathay 1a Hung Pau Bo dan xép
cudc gap go. “Nha van Duyén Anh (tén that 1a Va Mong Long) tir Bic di cu vao Nam,
lic nay d4 noi tiéng voi nhidu tac pharn cho thanh thiéu nién, dang 1a chi but t& Tuodi
Ngoc, quen Hung ‘dau bo’, nghe ké, t6 ra thich thu. Hung ‘dau bd’ xin y kién Pai
Cathay. Dé t6 ra 13 nguoi biét trong nghé thuat, Pai cho moi nha vin Duyén Anh dén
dam dao trong tiém hut thudc phién Pong Kinh trén dudng Ngd Tung Chau, nay 1a
duong Lé Thi Riéng, quan 1...” Nha van Duyén Anh noi:

— “Anh gidng nhu nhan vat budce ra tir trang sach cua Francoise Sagan!”.

Nghe dén day, du chang biét nha van Francoise Sagan 1a ai nhung ciing khién Dai Cathay
sung sudng mudn rung roi chan tay.

Han quay lai hoi dan em mot ciu khién 6ng nha van cut hung:
— “Sagan... 1a dng nao vay?”.

— Lam chin ngo6n phai ké tai n6i nho 1a nir van si Phap, chuyén viét vé bui doi, dugc giai
Nobel...

Dai cang thich hon, moi nha van nhau may chap. Mot thoi gian sau Duyén Anh cho Xudt
ban tiéu thuyét “Diéu ru nudc mat” rit nbi tleng Nhén vat chinh 13 Tran Dai, lay nguyén
mau tir Pai Cathay. C6 khac chiang nhan vat Tran Dai trong “Piéu ru nudc mat” xuét than
la con nha giau, hoe gi6i nhung chan ghét thoi cuge, bo nha theo tiéng goi giang ho, lam
dai ca nhung v6 cung nghia hiép, ctru giup ké than co thé c6, dam danh canh sat an héi 19.
Cubi cung, vi chung thity v6i mdi tinh v cting lang man, da chét trén hang rao kém gai
mot cach 1am i bi trang...
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Hung “dau bo” tim mua quyén tleu thuyét, mimg lim, dem vé cho dai ca. Nhiing phan
dau Dai Cathay doc sudng lim ngt ngay, lim dim thuong thirc. Tuy nhién, & phan két,
Pai Cathay n6i khung 1én khi doc toi doan nhan vat Tran Pai nam vit trén hang rao ma
chét.

Hén thét lén:

— “Thang Duyén Anh dang chét, ddm choi x6 tao. Tao thé nay ma phai luy dan ba dén
kho c& xac a? Tui bay tim cat gan chan cho tao!”.

May tén dan em “c6 chit” nhu Hung “dau bo”, Hoang ghi ta xiim lai can ngan, rang do6 la
hu cau, “chét rat dep” chir khong phai “luy dan ba”.

Pai nhat quyét phai “ludc” Duyén Anh cho bang dugc.

Hung “dau bo” von quen biét nha van Duyén Anh, lai hiéu rd tai dai ca “dot” chit chir
khong phai nha van choi x6 nén lo cho nha van, mat bao tin dit. Duyén Anh nghe tin béo,
rung rdi chan tay, khong kip 14y quan 4o, voi vang dong thang 1én Da Lat trén don thu.
May cho Duyén Anh 13 cudi ndm 4y (1966), Dai Cathay bi canh sat tong ra dao Phu
Qubc, méi dam tré vé Sai Gon.

Tiéc cho cudc doi Dai Cathay, y khong kip séng dé xem bo phim “Piéu ru nuwdc mat” do
hai dién vién nbi tiéng thoi bay giola Tran Quang va Thanh Nga dong. Cai chét ctia Tran
Dai trong phim va giot nudce mat ctia ngudi yéu tén Loan da lam xuc dong thé hé khan
gia thoi bay gid vi dep nhu cai chét cia “Romeo va Juliet!”

Khong biét c6 bao nhiéu phan su that trong chuyén ké ciia tac gia Duy Chinh nay nhung
nghe thay khoai 15 tai. Thang 8/1966 Dai Cathay bi bat. Ngay 28/11/1966, mot chiéc may
bay C47 chd Pai Cathay va nhiéu du dang khac ra giam & Phtt Qudc. Khéng chiu khuat
phuc, tay giang hd khét tiéng lién lac v6i vo giri 60 cdy vang ra lo 16t cho cai nguc dé dao
thoat. K& hoach bi Tuong Loan biét va cho canh sat mai phuc ban chét. Khi d6 Pai
Cathay vira tron 26 tudi.

Tiéng 16ng Sai Gon ndi tiéng nhit c6 18 1a “OK Salem”. Toi chic 1 t6i ngay nay moi
ngudi van chua quén tir “OK Salem”. Co diéu vui vui 12 ngay chit OK di 1a mot tiéng
long cua My. Co nhiéu gia thuyét vé tleng long ngay nay dugc dung khip noi trén thé
gidi nay. Mot sd ngu’m cho chir nay bat ngudn tir chit “okeh” ctia bo lac da d6 Choctaws
& chau My. Nghia cta “okeh” la... OK. Theo nha ngdn ngir hoc Allen Waiker Read, OK
la dang viét tat cta cum tir “All Correct”. Lai c¢6 ngudi cho OK 1a chit viét tit bat ngudn
tir tiéng Hy Lap. Gia thuyet sau day co ve bai ban hon. Vao thép nién 1830, nhiing nha tri
thirc tré & Boston mudn c6 mot cach giao tiép dic biét nén quyet dinh tao ra nhitng mat
ma ngdn ngit riéng ndi bo. Cong thire tao tir ctia ho 1a: ¢b tinh viét sai chinh ta nhimng
cum tir phd bién dé tao ra tir ddong 4m vo6 nghia, sau d6 thi 1iy hai chi cai dau tién dung
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lam mat ma. Diéu nay dan t6i xu hudng tao ra nhiing tir viét tait nhu KC 13 “Knuff Ced”
(enough said — noi du rdi) va OW 1a “oll wright” (alright — tot). Trong d6 tir viét tat noi
tiéng hon ca chinh 1a OK: “oll korrect” tic “all correct” — “tat ca déu ding”. “All correct”
da duoc st dung thuong xuyén & cudi cac van ban voi muc dich x4c nhan nhimg thir néu
trén déu chinh xac. Cach viét tat “OK” chi that su tré nén thong dung khi duoc bao
Boston sir dung lan dau tién vao thir Bay ngay 23/3/1839. Nhimg to bao khac ciing dan
st dung “OK”, bién nd thanh mot tir dwoc hiéu biét rong rai chi khong con 1a ngdn ngi
riéng cua gio1 tré Boston nita.

Téng thong thir 8 ciia Hoa Ky Martin Van Buren di quyét dinh st dung “OK” 1am biét
danh tai cac cudc van dong tai tranh cir vao ndm 1840. Ong dén tir Kinderhook, New
York va da ap dung khau hiéu: Old Kinderhook was “oll korrect” (Nguoi dan 6ng gia dén
tir Kinderhook luén ludn ding), viét tit cuc ki bat mat: OK was OK. Nhing ngudi ting hd
Martin con 1ap ra nhitng “Cau lac bd OK”, con nhimng ké phan dbi sé ap dung cong thirc
ban dau ciia cac nha tri thic tré Boston dé tao nghia mdi cho OK nhu “Orful
Katastrophe” (awful catastrophe — tham hoa té hai) dé lam nhuc tong thong. Martin sau
do da thua cudc tranh ctr nay nhung nhiing hoat dong tranh cir cua 6ng da du lam tur
“OK” ndi tiéng khip nudc My. Khi KC hay OW dan di vao quén lang, “OK” ngay cang
phd bién. Nam 1844, may dién bao duoc phat minh va moi nguoi can mot cach ngan gon
va hi€u qua dé x4ac minh d3 nhan dugce tin nhin. “OK” da duogc chon va cac huéng dan str
dung dién bao ghi rd rang tat ca tin dién bao phai dugc hdi 4m véi tin hiéu “OK” khi
nhan.

Ngay 8/3/1965, nhitng quan nhan dau tién cua Tiéu Poan 3, Thity Quan Luc Chién My,
d6 bo xudng Pa Nang, tiéng 1ong OK di theo chan cac cha G.I. du nhap vao Viét Nam.
OK 1ap tirc duge Viét hoa thanh “OK Salem” khi dan dap xich 16, tré danh gidy chay theo
linh My chia tay xin thudc 14 hay keo cao su. Cang ngay s6 linh My tai Viét Nam cang
gia ting. Ho c¢6 mit trén nhiéu tinh thanh. Cac quan snack bar moc 1én nhu ndm dé phuc
vu nhu cau giai tri cta ho. Khac véi cac snack bar bén My la nhiing ctra hang ban thirc an
nhe, xi—nach—ba ¢ Viét Nam la noi uong rugu gidi sdu ctia dam thanh nién trai trang xa
nha. Giai siu phai c6 cac ¢6 gai ng6i bén cung udng moi c¢o6 ep—phé nén mot loat cac co
gai ban bar v6i 40 quan ciin c¢dn, d6 x6 nhau hanh nghe Ho khong udng rugu ma me
nheo linh My mua “Saigon tea” véi gia khoang 1 dén 2 d6 mot ly cho ho udng.

“Saigon Tea’ trd thanh mot tleng 16ng ma anh linh My nao cling nam 10ng. Cac c0 gai
béan ba thuong it hoc, khong biét tiéng M§ nén sang ché ra cac tiéng 10ng gia cdy ma anh
linh My nao ciing hiéu nhu :

— “No star where” (Khong sao dau),
— “Buy me Saigon tea” (Mua Saigontea cho em).

Tiéng My gia cay con co tir “mumber one” ma ta goi 1a “sé dzdch”. Thanh phan binh dan
giao dich vai linh My muon khen anh G.1. chi x0p chi can gio mot ngon tay: “You
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number one”. Vay 1a hai bén déu hiéu 1a mét cau khen. Trai nguoc lai “number ten” la
cau ché. Tham t€ hon 1a cau ché “nam—bo—ten thao givong”. P6 1a phi€én am cua
“number ten thousand”!

Sai Gon 1a thanh phd rét sinh dong nén thdi nao ciing phat sinh ra tiéng 10ng cta thoi do.
Thot Phap thudc, nha buu dién goi 1a “nha day thép”, con tem goi la “con ¢0”, canh sat
trudng mdt quan dugc goi la “6ng ¢d”, nhan vién stra morasse tai cac toa bao la “thﬁy
c0”, tay moi gidi chay viéc 1a “co mdi”, tién méi gidi chay viée goi 1a “tién co”. Khong
biét c6 con nhitng “co” nao khac khong?

Khi kinh té phat trién:

— xe hoi c6 tiéng 16ng 12 “xé hop”,

—xe ngua la “oto hi”,

— xe dap 1a “xé dop”,

— di nhay dam 1a “di bum”,

— di tan gai 1a “chim gai” hoac “cua gai” hay “o meo”,
— cua gai véi ¥ dd x4u 1a “bat bo lac”,

— di ngdm gai 1a “di ngh&”,

— quan 1a “quén”,

- quﬁn 40 xin dién di choi 1a “dd via”,

— choi ti sic 1a “di xoe”,

— d4nh chin 1a “mua quat”,

— choi mat chuoc 1a “di xoa”,

— di udng ruou 14 “di nhau”,

— tién bac goi la “dia”,

— nhiéu tién 13 “dong dia”,

— lam tién nguoi khac 12 “bat dia”,

— 4n cip 1a “chom chia” hay “nham tay” hoic “cadm nham”,
— tuyét voi 13 “hét say”,

— khong gitr 161 htra 1a “xu”,

—bd me 1a “Ong ba via” hoac “khtra 1a0”.

Cai chét thuwong bi kiéng ky, it dugc nhic téi. Vay ma tiéng 16ng Sai Gon c6 téi 7
tiéng long chi cai chet:

— tich,
— hai nam muoi,
— mic so—mi go,
—di 6 t6 buong,
— chau Diém vuong,
— di ban muoi,
— hui nhi ty.
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Ké cling... can dam.
Déan lang bao chiing t6i hoi dé ciing la vua tiéng long:

— Bao hang ngay goi 1a “nhat trinh”. Nhat trinh ra hang ngay nén nhitng gio¢ trudc khi bao
ra toa soan nhon nhip nhu dadnh vat. Ké chay ra, ké di vo,

— Cot bao thleu mAy phan can tram vo, vy 13 “tin kho tiéu” duoc moi ra. Tin kho tiéu la
tin khong can thoi gian, cir vt d6, khi ndo c6 mot khoang tréng can rap vo 1a moi ra xai.

— Cac nhét bao ngay do thuong c6 muc “Xe Can Cho, Cho Can Xe” dang nhiing tin hang
nhi, vdy ma cot bao nay lai an khach. Hau nhu trong mdi ngudi chiing ta déu c6 tinh to
mo nam vung. Tin loai “ché cén xe” dap ung duoc cai tinh do.

— Nhitng tin quan trong duogc goi 1a “tin vo—dét”, nhai tir chir tay vedette, dugc bung 1én
trang nhat.

— Tém tét tai liéu thanh mot bai tom gon goi la “lude bai”,
— Chéap nhiéu ngudn vao thanh mot bai goi 13 “xao bai”.

— Tin tung ra dé thim do du luan 1a “tin ba—16ng”. Pay 1a mot thir tin c6 thé c6 that chua
duoc tiét 10, tung ra dé coi phan Umg cua doc gia. Tin ba—16ng khac vdi “tin phia” 1a tin
hoan toan bia dat. Pién hinh 13 phong sy “Con Ma Vu Dai tai Kham Chi Hoa” cta béo
Trang Pen vao dau thap nién 1960.

B4o hang ngay hoi xua déu phai co truyén dai hang ngay, goi la “feuilleton” , dé gitr doc
gia. Day la chiéu canh tranh nhau khdc liét nhat. Pau tién chi mot truyén, rdi leo thang
1én dan t6i ca chuc > truyén. C6 lic 6ng Thir Truong Bo Thong Tin Tran Ngoc Huyén phai
ra 1énh gio1 han moi bao chi duoc dang mot truyén feuilleton théi. Nhung chi mot thoi
gian ngan sau, khi 6ng Pham Thai nam bo Thong Tin da coi troi cho dang tha gian. Cac
nha van Mai Thao, Van Quang, Nguyén Thuy Long, Duyén Anh, va nhleu nha vin ndi
tiéng khac déu di cam tién feuilleton. May 6ng nha van thuong ludi, viét truyén
feuilleton thi khong ludi duge, mdi ngay phai tram da miy cot bao. Nhd vy ma cac ong
c6 tac pham xuét ban sau khi ding bao. Phan 16n tiéu thuyét cuia Mai Thao déu 1a san
pham mi an hen tir feuilleton. Nhung ram ro nhét cua truyén feuilleton 13 ong nha vin
Kim Dung song & Hong Kong. Truyén cua 6ng dugc dang hang ngay trén bao Hong
Ko6ng bang tiéng Hoa, nhiéu bao Viét Nam ding lai.

Nguoi tién phong dich truyén Kim Dung 1a Tién Phong Tir Khanh Phung. Ong nay ngudi

Minh Huong, thudng dugc goi tén la “Sin Phoong”, doc chir Hoa nhanh nhu chép.

Truyén dau ti€én 6ng dich 1a Bich Huyét Kiém dang trén bao Bong Nai. Mot dich gia tré
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thong thao chit Han 1a Tam Khoi “canh tranh™ dich b Anh Hung Xa Diéu cling ctia Kim
Dung dang trén to Dan Viét. Tu d6 bao chi Sai Gon rd 1én truyén Kim Dung.

Mot loat cac dich gia truyén Kim Dung tir d6 noi Ién dwoc cic bao trii chiéu hoa
don chao:

— Han Giang Nhan,

— Tt Khanh Van,

— Phan Canh Trung,

—ba Giang Tu,

— Tudng Anh,

— La Phi Khanh,

— Vi Ngoc,

— Duong Quan,

— Khuu Van,

— Cao Tu Thanh,

— Lé Khanh truong,

— Pong Hai,

— Hoang Ngoc (Huynh Ngoc Chién),
— Vii Ptic Sao Bién,

— Ngoc Thach Hiru Nung,
— Pham Tu Chau.

Truyén Kim Dung ding trén Minh B4o & Hong Kong, mdi ngay chi vai ngan chit. Nhung
vai ngan chit nay 13 vang rong dugc gtri theo may bay di khap noi trong d6 ¢6 Viét Nam.
Thoi Pé Nhat Cong Hoa, Sai Gon chi ¢6 9 nhat bao. Thang 12/1963, sau dao chanh, co
tGi 44 to. Tat ca déu co dang truyén kiém hiép ctia Kim Dung. C6 khi may bay tir Hong
Kong qua cham, cac dich gia cac chu bdo, va cac doc gia vo dau but tai nhu dia phai voi.
Han Giang Nhan la dich gia dugc cac chu bao o be nhat. Ong dich cho ca chyc to bao.
Khi nhan dugc to Minh Bao, 6ng nira nam nira ngdi trén ghé trudong ky, mit doc, miéng
dich cho nguoi thu ky ngdi bén canh ghi lai, chung quanh Ia cac tay chay bai cua cac bao
co hop ddng ngdi cho. Ngudi thu ky ghi trén mot sap gidy co kep gidy than dé viét thanh
nhiéu ban. Ngudi thu ky d6 1a 6ng Nguyén van Tam sau nay ké lai:

“Nha cua Han Giang Nhan tién sinh ngdy dy ¢ Ban Co. Budi sang, tién sinh vira uong ca
pheé xong la da co 12 anh tity phdi cua cac nhat bao toi cho. Tién sinh mo to Minh Bao ra
va cit thé ma dich va doc cho toi viét bang tay. Toi phai ldy 12 to gidy pelure logi mong,
lot 11 to carbon, o gang dn ddu bt Bic xuong that manh dé ‘liec dao’ ¢6 thé in qua 12
to gidy. Hé tiy phdi ndo dén trudc thi dwoc ban & trén, ai téi sau phdi chiu ldy ban &
duoi. Cho nén chir nghia lon xon, cung mot dich gia ma bdo nay in khac bdo kia™.

May 6ng sap chit & cac toa bao ham hiu nhan phai ban mo cang mat 1én vira doc vira
doan, co6 khi chir tac danh ra chir t§, nén ban dich do cung mét ngudi dich ma moéi bao in
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mot phach! Ciing tir truyén chuong Kim Dung, cic nha van thir thiét khi viét phim da
dung tén cac nhan vat trong truyén lam but danh nhu:

— Kiéu Phong (Lé Tat Diéu),
— Hu Trac (Nguyén Sa),
— Kha Tran Ac (Chu Tu).

Truyén chuong Kim Dung pho bién nhu vay nén ¢ nhiéu tiéng 16ng in theo. Nhu “Nhac
Bt Quan” chi nguoi nguy quén tir, “Doan Chinh Thuan” chi dan 6ng da tinh nhiéu vo.
Ngbn ngit via hé con ¢ “tdu hoa nhap ma”, “cho mot chuong”, “nhéat dwong chi”.
Cubi cung t61 khong thé bé qua mét tiéng 16ng thoi thugng con song lay 14t t6i tan bi
chir: “xua r0i Diém”. Ai ciing biét chit 10ng nay bat nguon tr ban nhac Diém Xua cua
Trinh Cong Son. Ban nhac nay 1a mt trong nhiing bai ndi tiéng nhit cua nhac si ho
Trinh, khong chi & Viét Nam. Tai hoi chg Osaka nam 1970, ca si Khanh Ly da hat 161
Nhat caa Diém Xua dudi nhan dé: Utsukushii mukashi. Dan Nhat két bai hat nay lién. Ho
da chon Diém Xua Utsukushii mukashi 1a mot trong 10 tinh ca hay nhat moi thoi dai tai
Nhat. Ca si Nhat Yoshimi Tendo da hét 1oi Nhat ban Diém Xua va duoc xép hang 11
trong 20 ca khiic hay nhét trén truyén hinh. bai truyén hinh Nhat NHK da chon ban Diém
Xua 1am nhac chinh cho mét b phim néi vé cude hon nhan ciia mot 6ng Nhat lay VO
Viét Nam. Nam 2004, Dai hoc Kansai Gakuin da xuat ban mot cudn sach viét vé ban
Diém Xua c6 kém theo DVD khi dua ban nhac nay vao chuong trinh hoc mén “Vin Hoa
va Am Nhac” ciia truong.

Nhan vt cua ban nhac, Ngo Vil Bich Diém, sau khi tdt nghié¢p ban DPdc sy truong Quéc

Gia Hanh Chanh, da vé 1am viéc véi toi tai B Xa Hoi. Trong nhitng lan chuyén tro tam

su, ¢d cho biét hdi d6 con nho, & gan nha Trinh Céng Son tai Hué, thudong di ngang qua

nha Trinh Cong Son, khién nguoi nhac si da tinh cam hing viét thanh nhac. Khi t&i tudi,
¢6 “tinh bo” di 14y chong!

T6i khong sanh truéng ¢ Sai Gon nhung 1a dan Sai Gon. Mdi lan c6 dip viét vé nhimng
chuyén Sai Gon t6i lan man khong dirt ra duoc. Tir khi bi ddi tén, thanh phd 1am mat la
véi dan Sai Gon xua. Sai Gon clia toi, trong toi van 1a nhimng ky niém khong bao gid
phai, trong dé c6 tiéng 16ng ciia Sai Gon.

Song Thao
nguon: song thao dot com

-

Phu luc

Phan y kién cua doc gia

06/2025
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Sai Gon vao thoi dai nao cling c6 tiéng 16ng, cac qubc gia khac cling vdy, ngoén ngir dan gian ma, phan
16n tiéng long 1a tiéng xuat phat tir trong gidi 1€ la ngoai duong phd, hang quan... Moi nguoi trong sinh
hoat cong dong nghe néi hoai rlet rdi quen tai nén khong thiy kho chiu nita. O dau quen d6, minh khong
con & trong nude nita thi thic méc, kho chiu lam gi? Trai lai t6i thdy vui khi nghe nguoi trong nude
dung nhiting tr thoi dai ngd nghinh. Toéi khong phan tich ho n6i nhu vay 1a dung hay sai vi nhan dinh cta
t61 s& khong vo tu ma co thanh kién.

Tiéng Viét cua to1 hién gio 1a tiéng Vi¢t co xua tdéi mang theo tir nira thé ky trudce, da thanh “xua qua roi
Diém” so voéi tieng Viét trong nude by gio. —Cha Qué

|

Fe

Nguon: Internet eMail by tqh chuyén

Pang ngay thir Bay, February 21, 2026
tkd, Khod 10A—72/SQTB/DD, PP11/TPIND, QLVNCH
Page 14 of 14



