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Hon pHO

Phe, véi t6i, khong con 13 mén &n thudn thy nita, ma 13 Pao.

Trong nha, t61 1a ? Ong Dao phd. Toi co6 thé dn phd trir com ngdy nay qua

thang khac 0 ¢ ma khong ngan chut nao. Pay 1a noi phé bo, pho ga,
— chtr khong phai thir “phd” danh cho nhiing ai chdn com

thém phd kia dau nha!

Khong 10 1a t61 mé phd tir Iic nao. Chi nhd tir trude
- nam 1975, moi lan di ngang qua quan phd & Duc My
giong nhu c6 ai niu chén t61 lai.

Lom lom nhin vao thay dong oi 1a dong, va thom o1 1a thom. D€ y nguoi ta xo1 phd sao
ma sanh diéu qua chung, tir cach cho rau cho gid vao to, xit tuong den do roi vat chanh,
cho dén cach cam diia mudng, sao ma no6 bai ban, di€u da.

Téi ciing c6 1an thdy mot ong dn phd cam nguyén nhanh rau hung qué siing nudc ray
xubng nén nha, lam nudc ving trang téi chan t61. Trong tiém thue, d6i lac toi van con
cam thay udt w6t mat mat. Toi ciing quén tudt ludt 13 lac nho c6 duoc cho dn pho thuong
xuyén khong, va vi phd nhu thé nao thi toi chiu thua, chi nhd duge mui thom quyén ri
cua nd ma thoi.

Sau ngay doi doi, gia dinh t6i tan cur vé qué. Tir d6 hinh nhu phé tuyét tich giang ho. Va
khong nhitng chi ¢ phd ma con vai thi t6i timg dugc ném qua nhu bom (apple) gion
ngot, nhu cam Sunkist mau vang twoi cua My, hay Coca—Cola ma moi khi udng déu phai
nhdm mét ndc mot hoi rdi nhian mat kha khoan khoai, tit ca déu ri nhau bién mat tiéu.
Doi thay d6i nén van thir ciing doi thay.

Vai ndm sau khi Ctta Hang An Udng Qudc Doanh mé ra, phd méi mon men tré vé, va nod
ru ré ca nhiing quan pho tu nhan ron rén mo cua tré lai.

C6 1an t6i va thang ban chen v6 d6 dé xép hang an pho, va lan dau tién nhin t6 phd cach
mang, t6i nan oi 13 nan. Boi d6 1a mot thi phd kinh hon bat via, 13 phd khong nguoi lai.
Nghia 14 ngoai banh va nude dung ra, khong c6 thit tha hanh 6t gi ca. Nudc 1eo thi duc
nhd nho, 1énh bénh vang md, thuc khach ty téi quay tu bung ra kiém chd tréng méa ngdi,
ri thi ctr vy ma an. Néu bay dit dng eo ché nay no thi bay heo cua trai chan nudi hop
tac xa s& co dip no né v4i phd bo mira bang thich.
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Phan nan thi ¢t viéc phan nan, in van cr phai an, chi tién dau ma ra quan tu nhan dé cho
dang mat pho! Chuyén t6 phd dé 0m d6 chi co bay nhiéu ma tdi lai cau nhau hoai. Ma t6i
thé dai, vi thang con mdi ti tudi dau ma da biét... that tinh vi phd. HOi d6 cai nghéo hinh
nhu phu trum thién ha, com con khong du ma an, noi chi dén chuyén pho phlec Vay ma
1an no ma di cho vé, c6 mua dugc it xuong bo, ba noi, “Chiéu nay ma s& nau phd cho con
an.”

To61 mung mudn chét.

C6 1& nhiéu nguoi van chua quén, & miét qué dau cd cai man nha nha nu pho, ngudi
ngudi xoi phd nhu bén My nay. Mudn thudng thirc pho thi chi c6 ra hang, ra quan thoi.
Cho nén ctr thir tudng tuong, ¢ noi qué mia ma duoc n phd niu tai gia thi nd da biét
duong nao!

T6i khong biét mé toi ndu mat bao lau, nau nhu thé ndo, ma lac bung t6 phd ba dua cho,
moi lua dila dau tién, t6i nglig ngang lap tirc. Toi nhin ma, bat gap anh mat nhu tham
hoi, “an dugce hong con?” Hai ma con khong noi duoc tiéng nao. Phé quoc doanh di do
danh tran giang hd rdi ma phd ba ndu con rung ron hon thé nita. N6 khong c6 thi chi hét
ngoai nude him xwong, thém chit bot ngot, va bun kho lude 1én thay cho banh pho.

DPo6i1 sau ma t61 mai noi:

— “Con n¢, nha minh hong con nhu xua, chac con cling biét. Thay con them phd mé chiu
hong dugc. Ma dau bi€t nau pho, voi lai minh dang song dudi qué thi tim dau ra gia vi dé
nau cho ra n6i phéd bo dugc. Thoi ran an do di, con”.

— Khong sao dau ma! Con an t6 nay chac con no téi ngay mai qué — Tui c6 ca ron cho ma
vui. Ma sao ma hong an? — To1 hoi.

— Thang tia may, gidi ting timg quen mo. M4 dau co an duoc thit bo dau con!

Tu dung t61 nghe trong dau o o nhu c6 tiéng ong bay, cd nudt cai cuc nghen, dimg dé cho
no trdi 1én troi xuong nira.

Hkokk

Thoi gian sau, gia dinh t6i thudng ra vo Sai Gon dé 1am gidy to di My, luc d6 da rang
rinh ti tién nho ¢6 may anh chi giri vé, toi 1¢ la hét quan pho nay dén tiém pho khac. Cong
nhan phé noi d6 ngon thiét, nhat 1a may quan pho trong Cho Lon, thit tha rau gia tuong
den tuong do dau ra d6 dang hoang.

Nhung n6i dén thién duong phd thi, véi toi, chi ¢d & quan Cam, Nam California, moi la
vo dich.
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Tir nhitng quéan phé & ddy, t0i méi biét phd khong chi 1a tiéng phé tryi lii, ma con kém
theo nhiéu tén khac nita. Nao tai nam, tai chin, nao gau gan, sach, bo vién, v.v. Rat u 1a
hap dan, chi nghe théi 1a da thay trong bung con cao 1di.

Sau bao nhiéu lan thtr du cac thir pho, trir pho ngau pin, t6i da ché ra mot cach vira nhanh
vira gon dé goi phd. Vira sa vao ban, tiy theo ddi tugng ma t6i mé may:

— Chi/C6/Chu/Bac o1, cho tui xin to xe Itra tai géu gan bo vién, thém hanh trAn nude béo
nha!

Vay ma c6 1an t6i bi T trat, gip tring co éo 1a nhu Diéu Thuyén... sap ddm bude ra dua
thie don cho khach. Khéng hiéu khi gip c6 toi bi tring con gié quai quy gi ma tdi ctr
ling bung lung bung. Nghe toi doc than chi xong, ¢ ta ké nguyén mot cai til 1dn ban ghé
chén dia vao hong toi:

— “Chu o1! Tiém chau chi ban chd hong c6 cho, nén cha dung xin!”

T d6 t61 “thu” nhitng ngudi nao xung ho chu chau véi téi 1am lung, nhat 1a nhiing c6
nao vua tré lai vira dep!

Hokk

Nhiéu ndm thang sau, t6i [lam mdt chuyén tré vé qué huong, tim lai nhiitng chon xura ma
toi da tirng cam dlia. Van con thay ngon nhu thuong.

To61 khong noi dén chuyén vé sinh & day, vi moi noi moi khac. Nhung ngon vai to1 luc do
nhiéu nghia lam.

C6 ai dé ¥ vi sao cac quan phé bén Viét Nam chi méi bude vo cira thoi di nghe suc nic
mui thom limg, hon hin cac quan phd bén nay khong? Vi cai xe phé nam chinh inh &
trudce tiém co thung nude Ieo dang nghi ngut pha khoi vao tang thit bo chin ndu dam, vao
miéng gau vang xudm treo ling lang trén chiéc moc sit. Goc kia la mleng thit do tuoi
dang nam gon 16n trén thot, 6ng chu quan thodn thodt vira xit vira bc cho vao t6. Nao 13
nhimg bo hanh ngd xanh non, e 4p ké bén r6 6t sim chin d6 ryc. Ta noéi bao nhiéu mau
sdc, bao nhiéu huong thom déc trung cua quan phd n6 dap vao mat, n xoc vao mili, no
kich thich than khau than vi ngay 1ap tue. Khach an tha h6 dugc nhin, dugc ngam man
nhan, duoc nubt... nude miéng da doi trudce khi so dila.

skokk

Nguoi xua c6 ndi “an xua, chira nay” thiét khong trat vao dau dugc. Tir ngay roi Cali dé
don qua ti€u bang xa, thi ngudi tinh pho cua toi lai ra di khong mang va li thém mot 1an
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nita. Noi t61 dang song rat it ngudi Viét, thanh thir hang quan cha ra 1am sao ca. Mdi lan
ghién phd 1a phai xach xe chay hon tiéng dong hé méi c6. Pung 1a cuc hinh.

— Pho ho ban an cho c6 théi, chir minh nau c6 1€ khé hon — T6i ru ri vo1 ma xap nho nhu
vay.

— Ua, nau thi nau!

The 1a vo chong hi hyc di mua xuong, mua thit Ve Réo ngudi nay, hdi ngudi no vé cach
nau nuéng ném ném. Ciing pho chan nude mat may lan. Cudi cung 1di cling xong, cling
ra dang ngudi tinh phu cta toi 1am. Tir d6 pho ghe tham nha t61 thuong xuyén hon. Hét

phd bo thi chuyén sang phd ga. Hinh nhu tuan ndo nha t6i ciing thom g mui pho.

Miéng ngon nhé 1au, don dau nhé doi. Téi thi nguoc lai. Du ai vo tinh hay ¢6 ¥ lam cho
to1 dau don, t61 cling tim moi cach xoa diu cho vét thuong mau lanh, sém chirng nao tbt
chirng d6. Con mén an dau ngon hay do, toi cling van nhé hoai nhé huy. Nhé 1a nhd dén
tam 10ng nguoi dd ndu ra mon, cho toi ¢6 cai an. Toi goi d6 14 hon, nhu hdn ngudi tinh
phd cua toi.

Nhu hon t6 phd ctia ma toi.

Diép Bao Khwong
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