Tuy But
Chu dé: mua 18 ta on/thanksgiving
Tac gia: Phuong Vii

T AN MAN NHAN MUA LE TA ON 6 MY

v Taon Chua
Camonngum &
Btetoncuocdoz’ P Sy

Céi thoi t6i méi dat chan dén My, diéu dau tién 1am toi ngac nhién 14 sao tiéng “Thank
you” duoc ding nhiéu qua? N6 gan nhu 13 tiéng cira miéng cta nguoi My. O Viét Nam
thi khéc, tiéng “Cam on” it khi dugc dung toi. Toi thac mac khong biét 12 ho cam on thiét
hay gia? Roi c6 mot 1an t6i di ¢ ‘garage sale”, ddy lai la 1 hinh thirc van hoa khac cua
nguoi My. Trong nha c6 nhiéu loai quan 4o, d6 dung da 18i thoi hay vi d mua cai méi..
bén bo ra garage cho trong nha, nhung téi mot lic nao d6 garage ciing chét chd.

Va thé 1a 1 cudi tudn nao d6 ho md “garage sale” dé ban di nhitng thir d6 véi gia ré nhu
béo. C6 18 @6 1a mot hinh thirc “share” véi nguoi khac nhitng thr minh khéng can, ma
ngudi khac thay can. Pay ciing 1a mot nét hay vé van héa! Nhimg ngudi méi di dan dén
M¥ rat khoai di garage sale, vi mua duoc nhiéu mén d6 minh dang can véi gid ré nhu cho
khong. Hon nita “cii ngudi, méi ta”, nén di garage sale 1a mot cach shopping ré tién nhat
ctia dan mé6i qua M§. Thinh thoang lai vé duoc nhitng mén quy ma gia lai qua hoi, muén
nhu véy thi phai di garage sale nhirng khu nha giau. Lan d6 di khu nha giau, t6i thiy & 1
garage sale bén canh nhing cai ban ho bay la liét cac mén dd ma gia co khi tir 5, 10 cents
ti 1, $2, lai c6 mot khu ho dé mot s6 d6 véi tim bang Free. Toi thudng hiéu Free theo
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101 nghia “quyén tu do” cua con nguoi, nén khong dam chac Free & day c6 nghia 1a gi,
bén quay qua hoi con gai:

— Cai bang nay nghia la gi vay?

— Nghia 14 ho cho khong, mudn 1y thi ct lay.
To61 mung qua:

— “Thiét vay sao?”

Ong chu nha thay t61 khong c6 ti dé dung, bén vo tim cho may cai tii gidy to, roi sau do
con phu bung ra xe gium. Vay ma t6i chua kip cdm on thi 6ng da tuoi cudi noi trudce:
“Thank you”. T61 ngd nguoi ra, quay qua néi voi con gai:

— Ua sao 6ng cho d6 minh, con kiém tui cho minh dung, ro6i lai bung ra xe gium. Vay ma
ong con “thank you” minh nghia la sao?

— C¢ I€ “thank you” la van héa cua My, hay 1a vi me da “don” gium 6ng nhiing moéon do
ma ong thai ra nén 6ng cam on me...

An tuong vé lan “thank you” d6 ludn ghi nhé mai trong dau t6i. Cang vé sau t6i méi
nghiém ra qua “thank you” 1a 1 nét vin héa cia My. Du ban lam diéu gi nho bé, vin giim
céi cira dé di vo, nhudng budc mot 16i di... ciing déu nhan dugc 161 “Thank you”. Trong
khi d6 t6i nghe mot s6 ngudi quen di dan Viét Nam than phién:

— Qua day di “cay” cuc mudn chét, ky cop khong dam xai dé danh gii tién vé cho than
nhan ¢ Viét Nam. Nhung khi nhan ho coi nhu d6 1a bon phan ctia minh, khong hé noi 1
161 cam on.

— C6 khi ho con ché bai sao Viét kiéu gi ma “keo kéo” qua, nha kia con cai chiang hoc
hanh gi qua My di lam Nail ma gui vé con xdp hon nhiéu.

O thém mot thoi gian nita, t6i moi biét & My ¢6 1 ngay 18 truyén théng do 1a ngay “Lé Ta
On” (Thanksgiving). Co 18 trén thé gioi chi 6 6 My mai c6 ngay 18 16m truyén théng nay.
Ngay 1& nay duoc t6 chirc vao thu 5 cua tuan 18 thr 4 trong thang 11 hang nam. Nguoi ta
thuong dugc nghi 4 ngay cudi tudn cho ngay 18 nay tai Hoa Ky. Va c6 1& day 1a dip 18 ma
moi ngudi My dugc nghi 1au nhét, hon ca L& Christmas, va Tét Duong Lich. Xem thé
moi biét nguoi My rat trong tinh than “Ta on”. Vay ma trudc kia lac con & Viét Nam toi
ctr hay nghi nudc My véi doi sdng van minh qué cao, ho ludn chay theo doi sdng vt
chat, thi s& quén di doi séng tinh than, tinh nghia... By gio t6i mdi biét minh da nghi
khong dung! Ngoai ra ngudi My khong chi “cam on” sudng, ho con “Ta on doi” bang
cach gitip lai nhitng ngudi khac dén sau va bang nhiing cong tac tir thién trén khip thé
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gidi, ma ngudi My ludn dimg dau. Mdi nam, mua Thanksgiving 1 cao diém ciia cac cong
tac tir thién. Nhidu nhom thién nguyén t6 chire chiéu dai nhimg bira an Ta On, phat quan
40 4m, phat tai nga cho nhiing ké khong nha. Nhiéu cong ty, tiém an 1én mo ra nhiing
“Thanksgiving Party” moi moi ngudi dén tham du mién phi, doi khi c6 phat qua. Ho thuc
long mudn “Ta On Chtia, CAm on Doi” béng nhirng viéc lam cu thé, thiét thuc. Ho muén
ngay 18 Ta On khong ai bi bo quén, vi khong phai ai ciing déu c6 mai gia dinh dé tro ve,
dé tiéc ting quay quan bén nhau. Mot 1an nhém chung t6i ghi danh di tour choi vao 1& Ta
On, vi d6 14 thoi diém duoc nghi lam lau nhit, tudng 1a tour bi &, vi ai cling lo vé doan tu
gia dinh nhung nguoc lai tour trd thanh dit hang nhat, véi 2, 3 xe buyt day khach.

Ngudn goc ctia L& Ta on tir nguyén thity 1a dé cam on Thu:0’ng Pé d4 ban cho vu mua boi
thu, cdm on nhiing ngu:(n déan ban x{r d@ mo rong Vong tay giup do nhitng nguoi di dan
con “la nudc, la cai”. Lau dan vé sau la dip dé moi nguoi cam on nhau, cam on gia dinh
ong ba, cha me, anh em ban be. L& Ta on thuong dugc t6 churc voi gia dinh va ban bé gap
g0, cung chia sé niém vui, va nhét 1a moét bira tiée t6i, gia dinh sum hop an udng vui ve.
Pay 1a mot ngay quan trong cho doi séng gia dinh, nén du ¢ xa, con chau thuong vé quay
quan voi gia dinh. D6 14 mot ngdy hop mit gia dinh ddy y nghia. N6i t6i hop mit nhan
ngay 18 Thanksgiving ma khong n6i dén mén “Ga Tay” 1a mot thiéu sot, vi né 1a mén
chinh cua bita téi mirng L& Ta On, nén doi khi ngay Ta On con dugc goi 1a Ngéy Ga Tay.
Héng nim vao dip nay c6 hang trim triéu con ga tay phai “hy sinh” Ién “ng61” trén ban
tiéc. Nhic t6i day toi lai nh¢ ky niém vé “Ga Tay” hoi con & Viét Nam, tét nao ciing an
ga VN hoai, mot 1an tét dén dé thay d6i mon dn méi la, toi quyét dinh an ga tay. Ga ta thi
di cho luc nao cling co, riéng ga tay thi vira dét, vira hiém, to1 phai dat hang trude ca tuan
dudi Cho Lon. Gan tét t6i ngay hen phai dem xe di 1y no vé, rdi phai di mua céi 1ong to
dé chup xudng cho n6 khéi chay tim lum. Khong ngo dén tdi thi né lai ctr ngoac hong
kéu “rot rot... odc... oac” am 1, sg né lam phién hang x6m, t6i cho né an udng that no dé
n6 ngu, nhung né khong chiu ngd ma ¢ tiép tuc ca bai ca “nhd nha” gitta dém khuya, toi
doan vay! Nhin cai mé n6 ngoéc ra lam kho 15 tai moi ngudi ma khong biét 1am sao cho
no im? Vay la 6ng xa to1 phai di tim gidy thun de ¢t mo no lai cho n6 khoi kéu, nhung
chi duoc mdt lat 1a soi thun vang mat, no lai tiép tuc bai ca cii. Thé 1 xay ra cudc chién
tham ling xem “ai thang ai?” gitta nd va dng x3 t6i. Hom sau éng bo gior di truy tim soi
thun to hon chic hon, nhung né van thing trong may dém lién. Ca dém 6ng mat nga vi
¢t lui cui di ¢6t mé cho nd khéi dn 0... Téi dém cubi cung noé thua chic vi kiét stre, thi
hém sau ciing toi ngay né vo ndi nude soi. Thiét ai dé vi “d6i méi” mén dn ma giy ra bao
nhiéu phién phtrc. Lam thit né ciing nhiéu khé, va nau né thi cang kho hon, vi xuwong né
ctmg, thit n6 dai va nhat. Cudi cung tudng “d6i méi” dé c6 mon an ngon, ai dé cac con
toi ché “do ec”. Vay la chua c6 nam nao nha t6i an tét do nhu ndm d6! Qua 1a mot kinh
nghiém dang nhé vi ham “dd6i méi”! Sau nay & My, nhén dip 18 Thansgiving, trudng cho
mdi ngudi 1 con ga tay, nho lai ky niém xua, toi khong biét lam gi v0ino, bén dem ra
tiém Tau nho quay. Tén thém tién ma dn cing chang ra gi! Tir d6 vé sau thoi thi “Ta vé
ta tim ao ta” ¢ 4n g ta di bo 13 ngon va chic an nhat.
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Ngay nay khong chi c6 ngudi My, ma nhiing thé hé di dan tiép ndi, déu co truyén théng
lam 18 Ta On mdi nam. Tinh than “Ta On” nay da thim dan vao mach mau nhiing ngudi
dan séng trén dat My. Nhin quanh t6i thdy c6 rat nhiéu diéu can dé Ta On. Trudc hét Ta
On vi dat nude ndy da bao dung, giup dd tao co hoi thing tién va thanh cong cho rat
nhiéu gia dinh Vi¢t Nam, trong d6 co6 gia dinh toi. Hoi tudng lai sau mot thoi gian vat 16n
V01 cudc séng moi dé gia dinh ¢6 1 cudc séng tuong d6i 6n dinh. Toi bt dau quay tro lai
truong dé di hoc vi 101 mét nguoi ban nhic nhé “Dat nudc nay ludén md rong co hdi cho
moi ngudi, néu mudn ngdc dau 18n thi phai chiu khé di hoc lai.” The 1a t61 may mo hoi
tham duong di to1 truong college, hoc cach lai xe trén Freeway, roi bd ngg toi truong voi
bao diéu méi la... Nhung bu lai di t6i dau t6i cling déu nhan dugc su 4n can gitp do va
khuyén khich. Cai khé khan cia t6i 1a di hoc lai khi khong con tré nita, vén liéng tiéng
Anh lai it 61, déa vay lai con phai di lam full-time [toan tho1 gian]. Diéu lam t6i ngac
nhién khi duoc biét néu hoc full-time sau khi pass [dau/do] duoc 1 semester [1 hoc ky
hay luc ca nguyét], toi lai dugc huong mot s tién kha nhiéu goi 1a Finance Aid [yém tro
tai chanh]. Luc bay gio long nhd qué huong, nhé cha me, ngudi than van con 1a mot thiét
tha 16n trong 1ong. Do d6 nhing khi gip kho khan, nan long mubn bo hoc, nhung nhé t6i
s6 tién nhan duoc co thé giup toi cudi ndm hoc lam 1 chuyén vé tham qué huong, khién
t61 phan chén 1én. N6 chinh 1a dong luc 16n théi thic toi ran 1én vi 1 cong viéc ma co toi
2 muc dich: vira thing tién ban than, vira dugc vé thim qué huong gia dinh. C6 18 chi c6
& nudc My t6i méi ¢6 hoan canh va diéu kién qua t6t nhu thé. Do d6 mdi nam dén ngay
18 Ta On, bdi hoi nhin lai mot ching dudng dai sdng & nude My, trong 10ng t6i lai dang
1én nhiéu cam xuc véi long biét on 1 dit nude di cuu mang gia dinh toi cing rat nhiéu
gia dinh Viét Nam khéc. Chung t61 khong chi dugce huong khong khi Ty do ma con co
mot doi sbng qua day du, néu so véi dong bao toi & qué nha. Khi nhic dén qué nha t6i lai
nh¢ dén nhiing nguoi dang gian kho dau tranh cho nhan quyén cua dan t6i. Ho dang chiu
nhiéu gian lao thir thach, tu day, va t6i thy ciing phai cdm on ho vé nhitng can dam va hy
sinh quy bau cua ho. Nho ho ma t61 con duge mot chut ty hao vé tinh than bt khuét cua
T6 Tién, mdi khi co dip nghe lai bai hat xua:

“Ddn nude t6i timg dau tranh diét ngoai xam
Trén mau xwong tung hat ca bai thanh cong
Dan nuée t6i noi giong hing cuwong Lac Long
Lam gdai toan la Trung Vuong

Lam trai rang hon Quang Trung.”

Ho da diing cam ding 1én d4u tranh cho mot nén dan chu thue sy ma dan Viét Nam dang
d6i khat, nhung & day toi dang duoc hudng né mot cach tran tré. P6 1a nén dan chi ma
mdi ngudi déu biét “chip nhan nhau du khac biét nhau”. T6i vo cting cam kich khi nghe
TT Obama néi v6i 6ng Trump trong ngay dau tién 2 ngudi gip gd tai toa Bach Oc:

— “T6i s& 1am hét kha ning cia toi dé giup 6ng thanh cong, vi 6ng thanh cong thi dat
nudc My nay s€ thanh cong”.
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Du rang chién thang cua 6ng Trump la ndi cay dang ctia TT Obama boi nhiing cong trinh
tam huyét ong d6 ra v6i biét bao cong strc s& bi Trump pha huy hét. N6 1am toi chot nhé
dén cau no6i cta Dic Pat Lai Lat Ma:

— “Néu co thé hay doi xir véi nhau tir té. Va ta [uén ludén c6 thé”.

Xin cam on nén Dan Chu dich thuc cua My, hy vong n6 sé gitip han gan nhirng chia ré
cua dat nudc.

Tt d6 t6i nhan ra, ta khong chi cam on, nhiing khi ta dat dugc diéu mong mué)n hay co
hoan canh thuén lgi t6t dep, ma ngay ca nhimg lic gian nan, bat nhu ¥ ta van co thé nhin
ra dugc didu tot dé cam on cudc song. THi ¢6 chi ban mic mot cin bénh nan y, nghia la
kho 1ong chira khot, va co thé deo mang t6i chét, nhung to1 it thy chi than phién, cam
ram ma van song an nhién ty tai. T6i hoi tham bi quyét thi chi cuoi cho biét:

— Bi quyét gi dau! Pon gian 1a mdi 1an di kham bénh, nhin nhiing bénh nhan chung
quanh, thiy ho bi ning hon minh nhiéu. Khi hoi tham ho lai a0 u6c dugc binh nhe nhu
minh. Ty dung cam thdy minh con may man hon ho, vay thi con gi dé than phién nita?
Ma nguoc lai con phai cdm on Trdi vi da cho minh binh nhe hon.

Tuong tu nhu vay, mdt chi khac bi chfmg ly di dé duoc tu do bay nhdy. Ban b¢ ai cling
t01 nghi¢p gitim cho chi “Sao ngudi tot ma lai gap canh gian truan”. Nhung chi thi lai tam
tinh:

— “C6 nhiing thtr mat di r61, ta md1 cam thay tiéc nudi vi khong biét tran trong, nhung céd
nhiing thir mat di r61 ta m&1 nhe nhdm nhén ra: Péang 1€ ta phai tir bo n6 tir 1au 1am ro1”.

Chi con mim cuoi cho biét:

— “Pang 1€ t61 phai cam on 6ng chong t61 vi da giap to1 gidi thoat som khéi gong cum va
c6 dugc cam giac nhe nhdm, tu do thodi mai nhu bay gio™.

Nghe chi n6i to61 chgt nhd t61 mot cau da doc duoc ¢ dau doé “Hanh phuc 14 khi c6 2 nguoi
dé tua vai nhung cling ¢6 khi la ¢c6 don mgt minh”.

Puong doi co lac ém xudi, ¢o luc gap ghénh quay di ngoanh lai con céi da trudng thanh.
Chung c6 sy nghiép, co gia dinh riéng dé lo toan ban ron... Con ching ta bay gio moi l1a
lic cam thay ‘D1 dau loanh quanh cho do1 moi mét”. Va do la luc ching ta can t6i ban be
nhiéu nhat, vi ban be ¢6 thé hiéu nhau quan tdm ti nhau. Do d6 trong nhiing diéu phai
cam on cudc song t61 luén nho dén cam on cac ban cia t6i. Nhitng ngudi da cung t6i chia
sé nhirg vui budn ctia cudc séng:

“cho nén toi yéu trai tim khong nang né
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nhitng con tim ban be bao la...”

May tuan rdi bdng dung toi bi ho, nhitng con ho nhu xé ¢d, ho nay dom dém mat. Khi toi
dén nha b dé€ 1ay mon d6 bo quén, nghe ti€ng to1 ho, ban le te chay ra sau vuon, lay cau
thang ra. To61 chay theo hoi:

—“Ba lam gi vay?”

— “thi tréo 1én hai may qua tac cho ba vé chung vd1 duong phén ma an cho n6 bét dau
hong ne!”.

Khi gip X trong luc di bo, nghe tiéng toi ho:
— “Pé tui vé& qua nha hang xém xin cho ba it rau tan day 14, vé nhai tri ho hay 1am”.

Cu nhu thé ban cho thudc udng, ban cho mat ong vé ngam... Mdi ngudi quan tAm mot
chat, mot chut...

“Mot chut trong doi tro thanh mot chut thdt tuyét voi
Chat chiu tung chut dy cho doi nay thém dé thuong”.

Céc ban da 1am t6i cam thay con ho bdng trd nén dang yéu, vi nho né t6i nhan dugc
nhiéu cai “mdt chat” tinh thuong ctia cac ban. Cam on doi cho t61 nhiéu tinh ban dé tir d6
t6i cam nhan “Hanh phuc chang ¢ dau xa, hanh phtc that ra rat gan”. O doi c6 nhiing tht
khong phai mua bang tién, nhung ludén dugc tran quy vi “Chi mot chit an can, xa x0i
cling thanh gan”.

Mot 1an trong bita tiéc ming 18 Thansgiving, t6i that xic dong khi nghe duoc bai hat
“Cam On Nguoi”:

“Cdm on Nguoti, vi ngay hom nay ddy ching ta qudy quan dang c6 nhau.
Biét bao hanh phiic,xdt chia cudc song, mén thwong nhau day tron tinh than...

Khong phai chi riéng t61 xtic dong ma cd nhdém cling vay, nén chliing to1 ctr say sua hat di
hat lai hoai ma khong thay chan. Nhat 1a cang thim thia hon véi cau “Héy yéu nhiéu vi
ngay hom nay day Ching ta dang con trong thiy nhau” khi nhd tdi cude doi vo thuong,
nhd t&i nhitng ngudi ban mia Ta On trudc con ngdi v6i ta ma mua Ta On ndy di bo ta
ma di.

Chua hét, toi thay con nhiéu thi can phai ta on doi trong cudc song hang ngay, nhu khi
nghe dugc mot bai nhac hay 1am 1ong minh rung dong, trong t6i chot dang 1én long biét

on nguoi nhac si. Poc dugc mdét bai viét hay, xem dugc mot cudn truyén y nghia, thuong
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thire dugc mot bd phim xtc dong t6i ludn tham cam on tac gia da cho doi nhitng moén an
tinh than bo ich.

Tin tirc hang ngay thudng tap trung loan béo vé nhimng diéu tiéu cuc, nhung trong nhiéu
mat, thé gio1 van con nhiing diéu t6t dep: gitip & mdt nguoi tan tat qua duong, quan tam
t5i ndi budn cia nguoi bén canh, gitp tién hoc phi cho 1 em hoc sinh nghéo... Ban oi!
Hay tin nhu vay vé cudc séng va chinh ban cling s& gop ban tay nho bé cuia minh dé lam
cho thé gi6i chung quanh ban tot hon mot chut, phai khong? Mbi khi ngay méi bat dau
hay ty nhic nho minh:

“Cam On Poi Moi Sém Mai Thirc Ddy
Ta Co Thém Ngay Nita Dé Yéu Thuong”.

Con nguoi song trén doi, ky thuc cling khong can nhiéu thir 1am, chi can song khée
manh, chan thanh yéu thuong moi ngudi thi d6 van dugc coi 1a mot cudc song giau co,
sung tuc.

Trong mua 1& Ta On t6i xin ta on Chua, biét on tat ca nhu’ng nguoi than yéu, cam on tat
ca ban bé xa gan da glup d, da bén canh toi nhitng lac vui budn ctia cude sdng, va co 18
ca voi mot sb “doc gia” cua toi1, da chiu kho doc nhiing chia sé tdm tinh cua to1 vé cudc
song chung quanh. Than chic cac ban mot mua 18 Ta On an lanh. Mong rang moi ngudi
hay cting nhau nghi dén nhirg niém vui, on phiic cta doi, cia nguoi khac di mang dén
cho minh, va san sé voi nhitng ngudi xung quanh, cho nhau mot ti an can, mot chit quan
tam... dé cung nhau chung ta:

“Con tim thdy quanh ddy tinh nguoi
Con tim thdy bao nhiéu moi goi
nhitng tdm hon ld xanh twoi

Biét on doi nhitng tin vui”.

Mua Ta On 2017
Phugng Vi
nguon: blog nguoi phiong nam

Nguon: Internet eMail by kb chuyén

Pang ngay thir Nam, November 27/2025
tkd, Khod 104-72/SQTB/DD, BPP11/TPIND, QLVNCH
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