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(Trdn chién Ia Drang 1965)

Tu’c’mg Schwarzkopf ké lai rang: “Chién dich thung liing Ia Drang la mét bién cé ddc
biét doi voi t6i vi né da gidi thiéu cho t6i mét vi Chi huy trudng tac chién sang chéi nhat
ma toi biét duwoc!”.

Trung ta Ngo Quang Truong 1a Tham muu trudng cua Tudng Du Quoc Dong Trong 6ng
khong gidng nhur mau mot nha quan sy xuét chung ma toi
thuong hinh dung: ong chi cao 5 feet 7, khoang bdn chuc
tudi, gdy nhom, lung cong va mot cai dau qua to so véi than
hinh. Guong mat 6ng co rim va dam chiéu, khong dep trai
t{ ndo va miéng ludn ngdm mot diéu thude 14. Tuy vay, 6ng
rat dugc céc si quan va binh st thudc cép né trong va cac
Chi huy truéng Bac Viét nghe biét tiéng ong phai rat né so.
Mbi khi c6 mot cudc hanh quan cam go xay dén, Tudng
Péng déu giao quyén chi huy cho Trung t4 Truong.

Su doan Du dugc 1énh ngéan chdn cac Trung doan Bic Viét
bi danh bai ¢ thung ling Ia Drang dang lan trén trd qua
Cambodia. T61 dang chiap chon ngu sau mdt bira an no né
danh chén ca ri ga va rugu bia thi bi danh thuc phai di ra
phi truong. Ong Trudng da tu tip mot luc lugng to tat khac
thuong v6i khoang chimg 2,000 binh si Du dé di t6i Ia
Drang sang hom sau va di chon t6i lam ¢ van cho ong.

Chung t6i duoc may bay van tai dua téi sin bay vung dat do Puc Co, noi toi di timg don
tra trudc day va tir o truc thang ché chung t6i xudi Nam xudng ving thung ling. Ngay
khi chiing t6i nhay xuéng khoi truc thing, chiing t6i lién dung do giao tranh véi dich.
Thung liing rong khoang 12 dam tai dia diém thung liing Ia Drang chay theo huéng Tay
vé phia Cambodia va dau do trong ving rimg gia d6 dai don vi dich quan dang di dong
lan trén. Chiing t6i da dap xudng phia Bac va Trudng ra 1énh cho cac Tiéu doan bang qua
song Ia Drang va dong chdt doc theo ring nai Chu Prong véi nhitng sudn nai cao chay
huéng vé phia Nam. That la hap din quan sat cach Trung ta Truong hanh quén. Dang khi
chung t6i lan budc, ong bong ngimng lai nghién ctru ban dd va thinh thoang 6ng lai chi
ngon tay trén ban d6 va néi: “T6i mubn anh cho ni phao vao day!”. Thoat tién t61 ngo

vuc, nhung van c goi phdo binh béan theo 181 yéu cau, khi chung toi téi ving do, ching
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t6i thdy xac dich ndm ngdn ngang, la liét, that 1a tuyét voi — Toi bat dau simg sdt. Chi
bang cach hinh dung dia thé va dua vao 15 ndm kinh nghi¢ém danh tran, 6ng ching té kha
nang dac biét tién dodn y do dich.

Khi bd chi huy lap trai dong quan dém do, Truong mé ban dd ra, cham mot diéu thude va
phac hoa ké hoach chién tran ciia minh. Khoang rimg gitra vi tri chiing t6i dang dong
quan tai cac suon ndi va con song, Truong giai thich, né tao nén mgt hanh lang thién
nhién, con dudng Bic Viét thé nao cling chui dau vao. Trudng noéi: “Tang sang, chung ta
s€ phai mdt Tiéu doan tGi dia diém nay, vé phia trai, dé 1am luc lugng nuat chan gifra sudon
nui va con sdng, vao khoang 8:00gid sang ngay mai, Tiéu doan nay s& dung do manh véi
dich. Tiép d6 t0i s& giri mot Ticu doan khéc t6i dia diém nay, vé phia phai. Tiéu doan nay
s€ cham dich vao khoang 11:00g. Toi mudn anh ra Iénh phao binh san sang nd vao vung
nay, vé phia trudc mat chung ta” — Trudéng n01 tlep “Va roi ching ta sé tan cong voi Tiéu
doan thir ba va thir tu ctia chtng ta danh xudng man song. Nhu vay dich sé bi sa vao biy
v6i lung d6i vao khiic song.”

T6i chua ting nghe thay diéu la ling nhu vay tai West Point. T6i nghi bung: “Cai gi ma
8:00¢g roi 1 1:00g? Lam sao ma cé thé hoach dinh thoi khoa biéu cho tran danh nhu vay
dugc?” Nhung t61 cling nhéan ra ké hoach cua Trudng: Trudng da tai tao chién thuat
Hannibal da dung vao nam 217 trudc CN, khi Hannibal bao vay va ti€u di¢t cac don vi
vién chinh La M3 tai b song Trasimene.

Nhung, Truong noi thém: “Chung ta c6 mot diéu kho xir: quan Du Nam Viét Nam dugc
dua vao chién dich nay vi cap trén lo ngai cac lyc luong My khi duodi theo dich quéan co
thé mao hiém tién t6i qua sat ranh gidéi Cambodia. Theo ban d6 cta anh, bién gidi
Cambodia nam tai ddy, 10 cdy s6 vé phia Pong néu so v6i ban d6 ciia toi. Dé co thé thuc
hién ké hoach cua t6i, phai ding ban d6 cta toi thay vi ctia anh, néu khong chung ta
khong tai nao danh vong sau du dé dat luc lugng nut chan dau tién cua chung ta. Nhu
véy, Thiéu ta Schwarzkopf, anh ¢6 van sao day?”

To1 chot nght: “Vién canh dé dich quan chay thoat tr¢ lai khu an toan, dé r6i khi hdi phuc
lai stre, chung lai tan cong tro lai khién t6i soi gan 1én ciing gidng moi quan si khac. Mot
sd dich quan nay da dung d6 voi toi bdn thang trude ddy tai Bic Co, t6i khong mudn
phai giao tranh lai v6i chung bén thang t6i day. Nhu vay, toi gi toi phai cho 1a ban d6 cia
t6i chinh x4c hon ban dd ctia Truéng co chu?”.

T61 noi:

“T61 ¢0 van chung ta dung lan bién gidi vach theo ban d6 cta Trung ta.”

Sau khi ban bo cac 1énh tan cong, Trudng ngoi nghién ctru ban do véi diéu thuoc 1a trén
moi. Chung t61 duyét di duy¢t lai ké hoach thau dém, hinh dung moi dién ti€n cua tran

danh. Khi troi hing sang, chung t6i phai Tiéu doan 3 tién quan. Ho t&i vi tri va y nhu 1a
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Truong no6i hom trude, ding 8:00g sang, ho goi di¢n vé béo cdo dung dich manh. Trudng
phai Tiéu doan 5 tién vé hudng phai. Vao 11:00g, ho bao cao cham dich manh. Pung nhu
Truong tién doan, trong khu rl‘rng phia duéi ching t6i, dich dung dau voi Tiéu doan 3 tai
Ven bo va Truong quyét dinh: ¢ “Tui minh khong thé thoat nga nay. Tui minh s€ 10n tro

Quyet dinh nay trai nguyén tac can ban cua thé thao lui va 1an tranh, tuc la chon con
du:orng bét tién nhat dé giam thiéu nguy co cham tran véi dich quan dang nam cho. Néu
chung, Bic Viét, chon leo riang niii Chu Prong ra khéi thung liing thi c6 1& chung thoat
dugc nan. Trai lai, chung da 1an theo thung lﬁng, dung nhu Trudng tién doan, do d6 bi
chung t61 dong vao hop. Truong nhin t61 va ndi: “Hay cho nd phdo cia anh!”. Ching toi
phao kich nira tiéng. T1ep do, Truong ra Iénh hai Tiéu doan con lai danh xudng suon doi,
quan dich tan v3, sing ong khai hoa rat nhiéu trong khi chung t6i theo doan quan tién
xuong.

Vao khoang 1:00g trua, Trudng tuyén bd: “O—keé, chung ta dimg chén tai day.” Trudng
chon mot bii quang xinh xin, va chung t6i ngdi xudng an trua cung véi Ban tham muu!
Pang an nira chimg, Truong bdng dit bat dila xudng va ra 1énh vao may phat thanh.
“Trung ta lam gi vay?” — T6i hoi. Trudng ra 1énh cho binh si luc lao chién trudong dé thu
lugm sting éng: “Chung ta triét ha nhiéu dich quan, nhirng ké thoat chét vt bo lai sung
6ng khi thao chay.”

La nhi, Trudng c6 nhin thiy cai quai gi dau!? Moi diéu déu bi rimg cdy che day. Nhung
chung t6i ¢ nan lai bai quang tron ngay con lai va quén linh 6m vé timg bo stiing dng chat
thanh déng trudc mat chung toi. That 1a tuyét di¢u, téi khoai qua: “Chung ta da gat hai
mot chién cong hién hach!” Nhung Trudng thi lai ngdi yén, than nhién hat thude.

“It Doesn’t Take A Hero (1992)/ Khéng can phdi la anh hing” ~Twéng H.Norman Schawarzkopf

Anh chup twong Ngé Quang Truong thoi con la Trung td ciing Co van Schwarzkopf nam 1965 tai Ia Drang.

o’

khuyét danh

Nguén: Internet eMail by 1é huy trir chuyén

Pang ngay Thur Bay, September 21, 2024
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